
Sustainability & 
Food Systems 
Institute Proposal
The Future of Sustainability from 
URI’s Students, Faculty, & Staff



Our Team 
Staff & Student Team:

Dylan Murdock, Sustainability Manager
Westin Palumbo, Sustainability Researcher

Dreydan Cianci, Sustainability Project Manager

Faculty Team:

Dr. Marta Gomez-Chiarri, Professor of Aquaculture/Fisheries
Dr. Kathleen Gorman, Professor of Psychology & URI Hunger Center Director
Dr. Julie Keller, Associate Professor of Sociology & Director of Social Science 

Institute for Research, Education, and Policy (SSIREP)



Mission Statement
“To coordinate, support, and expand existing research, education, extension, and 

outreach efforts across the University, the State of Rhode Island, and regionally to build 
sustainable, equitable, just, accessible, healthy food systems for URI, Rhode Island, and 

beyond.”

Motivation
As we continue to see U.S. American universities adopt sustainability initiatives to combat 

a growing list of environmental, social, and economic challenges, it is a critical part of 
URI’s overall academic expansion to include the creation of an institute that has the 

overreaching capabilities to solve issues that would go unanswered in our current forms 
of academia.





115+ Professors
Already incorporating sustainability into their teaching and research

50+ Programs & Labs
That provide learning opportunities for students in green initiatives, including 

undergraduate minors, graduate certificates, and doctoral pathways

Faculty Impact



Action 
For Students, By Students







The Steps Forward

Audit of URI 
Sustainability Efforts
Short-term assessment to know 
where URI stands now

Sustainability & Food 
Systems Institute Proposal
Long-term future for greener initiatives 
at our university



Step I: Audit of URI Efforts Towards a Greener Tomorrow

The industry standard of sustainability 
frameworks in higher education

Application of a STARS Report for URI

Sustainability Project Database
Collection of all student, staff, & faculty projects 
and initiatives

Further Funding Opportunities
This information can be used to 
support a proposal for a second 
round of funding from the 11th 
Hour Project



Step II: Faculty Proposal Support

● Faculty team with years of experiences in research 
and community outreach who are already leading 
academic programs in these fields
◔ URI Feinstein Center for a Hunger Free America
◔ Social Science Institute for Research, Education, and 

Policy (SSIREP)
● Proposal brings all campus sustainability efforts 

into one place, regardless of department or status 
as student, staff, or faculty

● Improves coordination and communication of 
efforts to avoid repetition



Core Priorities
PRIORITY

01
Building Upon URI’s Land-Grant Roots 

PRIORITY

02
Enhance Student Achievement

PRIORITY

03
Expand & Develop Sustainable Food 

Systems & DEI Standards

PRIORITY

04
Convene All Efforts into One Institute

All priorities are built off of URI’s Strategic Goals



PRIORITY

01
Building Upon 

URI’s Land-Grant 
Roots 

Position URI as a 
vital partner and 
dynamic leader 
in solutions-based 
societal change

Broaden URI's impact 
by revitalizing our 
commitment to 
land and 
sea-grant 
missions



Improve student life 
through the creation 
of new student 
experiences, such as 
access to research and 
international 
opportunities

PRIORITY

02
Enhance Student 

Achievement

Offer paid 
opportunities for 
students inside and 
outside the classroom 
so they can build 
themselves up while 
improving their 
communities

Build a college-wide 
community that 
fosters innovation 
and passion within 
sustainability 
initiatives



Build sustainable, 
equitable, just, accessible, 
and healthy food systems 
for URI, Rhode Island, and 
beyond

PRIORITY

03
Expand & Develop 
Sustainable Food 

Systems & DEI 
Standards

Establish and grow strategic goals for 
implementing environmentally-focused 
systems and research



PRIORITY

04
Convene All Efforts 
into One Institute

Consolidate financial 
mechanisms and resource 
accessibility at URI for 
research, education, 
extension, and outreach on 
sustainability and food 
systems

Structure the Sustainability & 
Food Systems Institute into a 
high-performing and fiscally 
sound organization with the 
physical facilities necessary to 
achieve its strategic vision



Short-Term Goals
● Conduct a full audit of 

the sustainability 
efforts happening at 
URI within the students, 
faculty, & staff

● Be a joint appointment 
with the Provost's office 
to ensure all projects 
are accounted for

● Create a final report for 
the end of the 
2024/2025 school year

Hire Sustainability 
Coordinator

● Support Faculty 
Team’s submission 

to the Faculty 
Senate

● Will be proposed 
in late September

● The opportunity to 
provide further 
resources and 

attention to faculty 
efforts 

Faculty Senate 
Proposal Submission

● Collaborate with 
various departments 
across the university 
to exhibit 
sustainability-focused 
projects for the URI 
community

● Will be held at the end 
of the 2024/2025 
academic year

● Partnership with Mary 
Parlange

Host Sustainability 
Summit



Long-Term Goals

Hire Sustainability Director

● Create a interdisciplinary position 
that can communicate with all 
levels of university initiatives

● Bring together people from 
across the university to build and 
expand environmentally-focused 
efforts

● Make sustainability a core focus 
of the university

Launch Sustainability Institute

● Mark the creation of a 
long-standing location where all 
community members can hear 
about past, ongoing, and future 
projects and receive support for 
their own

● Become a hub for 
sustainability-focused student 
organizations and community 
members interested in making an 
environmental difference



Thank you!
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